200                             MAEY STUART.
On the evening of that day a gentleman from the court called upon the Master of Gray, the chief of the embassy, apparently with no other than a social purpose, and said to him in the course of conversation that it was very difficult to reconcile Queen Elizabeth's safety with the life of her prisoner; and, furthermore, that if the Queen of Scotland should be pardoned and either she or her son should ever sit upon the throne of England there would be no security for the nobles who had voted for death as members of the extraordinary tribunal; that there was but one way of adjusting the matter, namely, that the Bang of Scotland should renounce his own claim to the crown of England; otherwise Elizabeth could never venture to spare Queen Mary's life with a due regard to her own safety.
Gray, gazing earnestly into his face, asked him if his sovereign had instructed him to make that suggestion to him. The gentleman disclaimed any authority in the premises and said that it was entirely his own idea, and was put forward by way of advice only.
Elizabeth accorded a final interview to the Scottish envoys, on which occasion she said to them that she had considered the matter from every point of view, but as she could not devise any way by which her own life could be assured if she were to spare the life of the Queen of Scotland, she was unable to grant their request.
Gray replied that if that were her final decision, his orders in that contingency required him to say that they formally protested in Bang James' name that the entire proceeding against his mother was void and of none effect because Queen Elizabeth could have no jurisdiction over one who was a queen like herself, and her equal in birth and rank; and therefore they declared